


Transportation 
Library 








The WESTERN 
RAILROADER 





For the Western Railfan 

















Bay Point & Clayton R. R. 


° 


pay Point & Clayton train heeded by engine No. 1 teken st 
Fort Chicago by Ciepponi prior to 1939, No. 1 later was 
oWel] Portland Cement Cc. Ne. l. 








cord 


992. 16, No. 3 JANUARY, 1953 Issue No. 159 







— 
MP TAYLOR 
Geno’ _ 1 
° 


u 
Fainrax dy 


: SANANSELMOY 





ST VINCENT) 









The text of the Bay Point & Clayton history is taken 
from the special issue on the occasion of the Northern 
Cal's excursion over the Sacramento Northern and B.P.&C, 
April 2, 1939. The line's Port Chicago portion was 

taken over by the U.S. Navy during World War II for the 
Port Chicago Amunition Depot. The cement mill has be 
shut down for several years and the line has discontinue 
common carrier operations, The mil) and railroads were 





so that the estimated 150 cars of scrap iron can be haul 
out by rail, 
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recently sold to scrappers, The track is being fixei-vy 
































The Bay 


Clayton R. R. 


The Bay Point and Clayton 
Railroad was incorporated on 
August 29, 1906, as, a common 
carrier for the purpose of con- 
structing a standard gauge rail- 
road from Bay Point, later cal- 
led Port Chicago, to Clayton, with 
a branch to the site of a prop- 
osed cement mill at Cowell, a 
total of 18 miles of line. 

The Henry Cowell Lime and 
Cement Company, who had pre- 
viously been in the lime and ce- 
ment business supplying lime and 
rock to the Speckels Sugar Re- 
fineries, had purchased a large 
tract of land in Contra Costa 


: County for the purpose of build- 


ing a plant for the production 
of portland cement. At first the 
company asked the Southern Pa- 
cific to construct a branch from 
Concord to Cowell, but when 
the Southern Pacific refused, the 
directors of the cement company 
decided to sponsor the construc- 
tion of an independent line from 
Bay Point. 

Due to the prospects of haul- 
ing hay, grapes, wine, rock and 
other products from the region 
around Clayton the backers of 
the railroad decided to build 
their main line from Bay Point 
to Clayton, and put the cement 
mill on a branch. After construc- 
tion had been started at Bay 
Point, however, it was found 
that the owners of the vineyard 
and orchard land between Cowell 


Point & 


a high price for their land that 
it did not warrant its purchase 
for a railroad right-of-way. 
Therefore it was decided to build 
only that part of the line be- 
tween Bay Point and Cowell, a 
distance of only 9 miles. 

For use in building the line 
the railroad company, bought an 
0-6-0 switching engine from the 
Baldwin Locomotive Company, 
and the cement company bought 
an identical engine at the same 
time for use around the cement 
mill. The railroad company’s en- 
gine was numbered 2, while the 
cement company’s engine was 
numbered Cowell Portland Cem- 
ent number 1. The difference in 
numbers was due to the fact that 
both company’s use the same 
yards at Cowell, and the cement 
company’s engine is leased to 
the Bay Point and Clayton when 
the railroad’s No. 2 is in the 
shops. 

In addition the railroad pur- 
chased an old open-end combina- 
tion car from the Santa Fe Rail- 
road (Santa Fe No. 2440). 

Construction was finished on 
April 9, 1909, at which time the 
line was opened as a common 
carrier with a big celebration. 
The line prospered almost from 
the first, not only did the cement 
plant send out a constant stream 
of business, but the line hauled a 
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rock. Likewise the passenger bus- 
iness prospered, even if the al- 
most weekly excursions are Ov- 
erlooked. The line hauled many 
groups as Sunday excursions us- 
ing equipment from other lines 
in the movements. Most famous 
of the excursions was the huge 
crowd that left Cowell on April 
3, 1915 to attend Contra Costa 
Day at the Panama Pacific Expo- 
sition. 

Around 1910 the Oakland & 
Antioch Railway had sought and 
received permission to cross the 
Bay Point and Clayton Railroad 
Company’s tracks at what was 
then called Government Ranch. 
Shortly after the United States 
entered the World War, the gov- 
ernment took over the plant of 
the Pacific Coast Shipbuilding 
Plant at Bull Head’s Point, one 
mile north of Bay Point on Sui- 
suin Bay, and established head- 
quarters for the plant at this 
same Government ranch which 
they renamed Clyde on August 
20, 1918. 

To supply transportation be- 
tween the administration head- 
quarters at Clyde and the ship- 
building plant at Bull Head’s 
Point an agreement ‘was reached 
between the Bay Point and Clay- 
ton and the government offici- 
als for the construction of an 
extension of the Bay Point and 
Clayton to Bull Head’s Point. The 
extension started from a point a 
few thousand feet from Port Chi- 
cago (Bay Point) by an over- 
head track over the Southern Pa- 
cific and Santa Fe tracks and a 
7000 foot trestle to the plant. Con- 


pleted when the armistice was 
signed, and the need for ship- 
building plant was gone. Thus 
except for a few construction 
trains the extension was never 
put in operation. The Bay Point 
and Clayton was left with a 
very expensive “white elephant” 
which still stands though it has 
fallen into disrepair. 

At 1939 the Bay Point and 
Clayton is operating its original 
nine miles of track between Port 
Chicago (Bay Point) and Cow- 
ell. Present rules call for a max- 
imum tonnage of southbound 
trains of 300 tons, and a maxi- 
mum speed of twenty miles per 
hour for all trains, with the 
northbound trains having rights 
over the southbound trains. Al- 
though the Bay Point & Clayton 
has no regular depot connections 
with the Santa Fe or Southern 
Pacific at Port Chicago, the daily 
train connects with Sacramento 
Northern train number 8 at Clyde. 
The daily (except Sunday) trains 
of the Bay Point and Clayton 
are run mixed trains and flag or 
stop at Port Chicago, Clyde, Boll- 
man’s Siding, Matherson, Cowell 
Junction and Cowell. Train No. 
1 leaves Cowell] at 5:00 in the af- 
ternoon daily except as noted 
ard reaches Port Chicago thirty 
minutes later; train No. 2 leaves 
Port Chicago at 6:05 in the ev- 
ening and reaches Cowell 35 min- 
utes later. Although truck com- 
petition has deprived the road 
of much of its revenues, the ce- 
ment mill keeps the line running 
even though the railroad has fal- 
len into the “red” in the past 
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}BAY POINT & CLAYTON RAILROAD Engine No. 2, Combination 
, car No. 1, dump car No. 100. All at Cowell 4/2/39 
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The Cowell Portland 


Cement Co. 


The Cowell Portland Cement 
Company operates about 2 miles 
of standard gauge railroad track 
and spurs around their plant, ex- 
cluding the rails of the Bay Point 
& Clayton. The standard gauge 
line of the cement company ex- 
tends from the crushing mills to 
the main plant about one and a 
half miles distant upon which 
the cement company’s engine, 
No. 2, hauls a number of drop 
bottom stee} cars of 10 ton cap- 
acity. 

The main line however con- 
sists of a three mile narrow gauge 
line running from the crushing 
mills to the quarry. This line 
is of the 40 inch or 3% foot 
gauge consists of three miles of 
main line and about one and a 
half miles of sidings, loading 
and passing tracks. There are 
42 Kilbourn and Jacobs rocker 
bottom steel cars of 6 tons cap- 
acity in active service as well 





as a few old Western side-dump 
¢ars with wooden frames which 
are in storage. The line is op- 
erated with four narrow gauge 
saddle tank locomotives two of 
which were purchased in 1907 
one in 1916 and one in 1924 from 
the Baldwin Locomotive Com- 
pany. Due to the heavy use as 
well as unusually heavy rails 
averaging between 50 and 65 
pounds per yard. The line is 
built to very high standards and 
has many cuts and fills that 
‘would be a credit to any stan- 
dard gauge line. 

Both the standard gauge and 
narrow gauge engines use oil, 
and they are kept in good run- 
ning order in the two shops, one 
standard and one narrow op- 
erated by the company. The 
crews belong to the railroad 
brotherhoods and -the lines are 
run according to standard rail- 
road practice. 





Engine Roster of the Bay Point & 
Clayton R. R. and Cowell Cement Co. 


No. Type Cyls. Drvs. BP 
STANDARD GAUGE 
1 0-6-0 18x24 50 190 


Limiting factors: 
2 0-6-0 18x24 50 190 

Limiting factors: 
NARROW GAUGE (3% ft.) 
3 0-4-0T 9x14 28 150 
4 0-4-0T 9x14 28 150 
5 0-4-0T 12x16 33 165 
6 


Limiting factors: Grades 8%, rails 40tb, curves 39 degrees. 


0-4-0T 9x14 28 150 
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Wsht. TF 
108,000° 25,000 


Builder 
Baldwin, 1907 


grades 2%, curves 11 degrees. 


Baldwin, 1907 


, , 


grades 2%, curves 11 degrees. 


24,400 5,160 Baldwin, 1907 
24,400 5.160 Baldwin, 1907 
46,000 9,800 Baldwin, 1916 


24,400 5,160 Baldwin, 1924 
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COWELL PORTLAND CEMENT CO. Engine No. 1, 5 and 6 all 
at Cowell 4/2/39 
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PACIFIC ELECTRIC NOTES 





End of San Fernando Valley service came during the early hours of 
Sunday, December 28, 1952. The line was abandoned before the del- 
ivery of the new busses, but freeway construction forced immediate 
action, The West Hollywood line on Santa Monica Blvd. will not 

be abandoned until later in 1953 when the busses arrive--mid-March 
is the expected date. All of the remaining box motor operations on the PE 
ended the weekend of November 16 when the traffic was changed over to trucks, 
The former Sierra Vista waiting station has been donated to the City of Los 
Angeles for removal to the Griffith Park railroad display. PE car 317 has 
been retired and the body will be used as a office building at SP's Alhambra 
shops. - Chuck Thorpe and others from Timepoints 





LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES Los Angeles Transit car 536, a Type BG, was mov- 

ed to Griffith Park on November 6th to join the 
railroad exhibit, Due to a shortage of tokens just before the recent fare 
increase the company was forced to reissue old Los Angeles Railway tokens to 
keep its riders supplied. "Timepoints" 








SAN DIEGO PCC CARS Dispite earlier reports that the eleven remaining San 

Diego PCC cars were sold to Mexico Tramways, the cars 
are still in San Diego and the latest report is that three cars have been 
purchased by El Paso City Lines to supplement the 17 ex-San Diego PCC cars 
now operating in the border city. Cars 501, 507 and 521 are currently be- 
ing remodeled in the San Diego shops,.---Eric Sanders & Eddie Junghans 


KEY SEEKS A_& B ABANDONMENT DISPITE PROTESTS The very unusual agreement 

between Oakland and San Fran- 
cisco city officials, chambers of commerce and other groups and the State 
Toll Bridge Authority did not stop the filing of the application of the Key 
System Transit Lines to abandon train service on its A and B transbay lines, 
The Oakland City Officials o.k.'ed the A line abandonment, but objected to 
the B line, On the other hand San Francisco city officials and other groups, 
objected to more busses around the Terminal (Key has an “ace in the hole" on 
this--abandon all rail service and put the busses upstairs). The really 
big squeeze is between Key and the Toll Bridge as to who will pay for the 
conversion of the terminal, the bridge right of way and the state-owned Key 
units. In any event it will be the riders who pay whether they ride in 
trains, busses or private cars. 








SAN FRANCISCO MUNI NOTES Car 171 was the first Muni car with the new 
carbon insert shoes 10/30/52 and all cars save 
car #1 are now so equipped, Car #1 saved for exhibit purposes 
saw regular service on the C line around the end of October while 
the trolley change over was taking place. The Onondaga-Mission 
terminal of the K line was abandoned 10/11/52 with trolley bus 
line 12 took over between Mission and City College Station at 
Ocean and Phelan, Ex-work car 0601 is now in “lkton shops be- 
ing restored to its appearance as car 578 as a historical relic. It will 
be donated to the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society for display in 
the Maritime-Railroad museum at Aquatic Park, - BADRA "Review" 


OREGON CITY INTERURBAN END SOUGHT The Portland Traction filed and applicat- 

ion 11/8/52 with the Oregon Public Service 
Commission to end electric railway passenger service between Portland and 
Oregon City and Bellrose, New signals estimated by the company to cost 
$550,000.00 were recently ordered by the ICC and are given as the reason for 
the application at this time. Freight service was converted to diesel pow- 
er during the year and electric operation would be discontinued if passenger 
service were discontinued, Hearing are scheduled for January, 1953. 











SHASTA DAYLIGHT "BIRTHDAY" The one millionth passenger for the SP's Shasta 

Daylights was carried 12/19/52. The two trains 
have carried approximately 800 passengers daily between Portland and San 
Francisco since service started in Jyly, 1949, 


W.P. CONVERTS TO MOiix COMPARTMENTIZED BOX CARS Twenty more of the PS-1 box 

cars delivered to the West- 
ern Pacific last year by Pullman-Standard have been coverted to compartment- 
ized cars at the P-S Michigan City plant, This brings to 40 the total of 
such cars now in service on the W.P. 
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4ZSTERN PACIFIC DIESEL WRECKED A Western Pacific 

train headed by A- 
uit 921-D was wrecked and the head unit rolled over 
on its side near Westwood January 2nd by a rock and 
land slide. 


COWELL N.G. ENGINES IN SCRAP YARD Cowell Portland 
Cement Co. narrow 
gauge engines 3, 4 and 6, all O-4-OT, are at the Soutr. 








| San Francisco Scrap Co. yard. The 3 and } are up for 


sale and the 6 will be kept by the company to go on 


} display near the company offices. Michigan-California 


Lumber Company shay 5 was scrapped at the firm's South 
San Francisco yard recently. -- Alan Ramsay 


| SAN DIEGO 400's BEING SCRAPPED Allied Salvage Company 





is curremtly scrapping 


| the San Diego Transit System 400 series street cars. 


The three PCC cars sold to El Paso are the 501, 507 and 
528 and were renumbered 1517, 1518 and 1519 respective- 
ly. --~ H#ric Sanders 


3aMBERGER 400 ACQUIRED BY RAILFANS Bamberger Elect- 
ric trailer 400 
has been acouired by several Bay Area railfans and will 
te shipped to Oakland. It is a steam coached roof and 
was formerly a motor. It is expected that it will be 
available for railfan excursions. Bay Area Electric's 
observation 751 was painted for the Vacaville trip, but 
is now being sand-blasted far a permanent paint job. 
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EXCURSION NEWS The Bay Area Electric Railfans trip o 

the Sacramento Northern to Vacaville 
was a sell-out success dispite threats of rain. The 
Sacramento belt-line trip originally scheduled for Jan- 
uary has been posponed to April or March. 

The first big trip for 1953, the R&IHS-Cal-Nevada 
Feather River RR trip in April may.include a side feat- 
ure using former SN birney car 63 on SN electrified 
trackage in Oroville. 

Nor-Cal plans include a number of small-group trips 
with inquiries in for a Santa Fe trip to Pine Flat Dan, 
Western Pacific Budd car trip to Woodland and a switch- 


ing limits trip on the Southern Pacific around San Frag 


cisco. 

Qut of Los Angeles the first trip for 1953 is a re- 
run of Réilway Club of Southern Cal's "Tehachapi Holi- 
day" on Sunday, January 25th. Write 5715 Marmion Way, 
los Angeles 42, Califom ia. 


T.S. 132 RUN-INTO The tender of Tidewater Southern 

132 was badly damaged when a diesel 
ran into it at Stockton roundhouse. Fate of this loco- 
motive is now in question. -- via Al Thoman 





WHITE RIVER LOGGING LINE BEING SCRAPPED Weyerhauser's 

White River, 
Washington, logging line is now being torn up and a 
truck road will be built on the old railzmwad grade. 
--clipping via Jack ,Gibson 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC NOTES Engine 4317 was scrapped at 
El Paso 11/13 is first of the 
4-8-2's originally purchased by the S.P. to be scrapped: 
4306 and 4348 at Sacremento, 4387 and 4389 and 4328 at 
L.Ae, 4323 at Oakland and 436 at Bayshore are all in 
bad shape and may never run again. Mallet 4110 was 
vacated at Sacramento 12/18 and may be the first of the 








new mallets to be scrapped. The 5004 at Sacramento is} 
in bad shape and may be the first 4-10-2's to be cut-upp 


During 1952 came the end of the 1100's (1118 vacated 
6/10), 2100's (2105 vacated 8/6), and 3000 's (3025 soli 
6/16 ). -- Ed Wrrer 
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STEEL RAIIS A new railfan weekly saw its first issue 

12/12/52. 16-pages, &ll, printed and 
illustrated it is $4.00 per year by subscription only. 
The first issue is o.k., but that weekly schedule is 
going to be tough. Write: Steel Rails, 1702 Brady 
Street, Davenport, Iowa. 





S. 0. S. "Save Our Streetcars" has been heard in 
warious parts of the country often follow- 
ed by disappointing results, but the hope springs 
eternal---Portland, Oregon, transit fans are trying 
to save the Portland-Oregon City interurban. Contri- 
butions to Transit Savers, Box 5901 Milwaukie, Ore. 


ED WRRER'S AUCTION 





Following copies of "The Wester Railroader" up for 
auction. Send in your bid before February 10, 1953. 
SEND NO MONEY. If your bid is the high one, you will 
be notified to remit. 

Issue features 

10 Iamber RRs, Mich-Cal Roster, Mt Olivet Street Car 
22 Panama-Pacific Exposition Railroad in 1915 

29 Mt Tamalpias RR, Yakima Val. Trans. roster 

67 Yosemite Valley Excursion pictures 

69 Santa Maria Valley RR roster and photographs 

70 (reprint) S.F. cable cars, all-time histary & map 
80 Railroad Oddities 

81 Santa Cruz Beach Railroad 

85 Hammond Redwood Company history amd rosters 

90 Feather River Railroad, history and roster 

94 current news, Nevada Copper Belt motor 21 

96 current news, Sacrama@mto Depot photograph 

97 Southern Nevada timetables 

98 Cal-Western Railroad history and roster 

107 San Francisco Haight Street car lines 

lll The 40-line 

112 San Francisco transit plan map 

114 Alameda & San Joaquin Railroad 


Send Bids to: BA Wrrer, Box 668, San Mateo, Calif. 
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THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB 
Invites all railfans who can make the meet- TRANS! IORTATION LI@RARY 
ing to visit the regular “Third Thursday" EAS! ENGINEERI 4: BLDG. 
meeting, JANUARY 15TH at the xailroadian's UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
s 3rd . Townsend ANN HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


diner just south of S.P.'s 
Feature this month 


Depot, San Francisco. 
is S.P.'s color movie ‘Snow on the Run" 
about the City of San Francisco rescue. 


See you at eight. 





